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Commander shares ‘Critical Days of Summer’ safety message

Col. Fritz Linsenmeyer
910th Airlift Wing Commander

As we get ready to enjoy the change of seasons and move into spring 

Memorial Day means to you. For all of us, it should serve as a reminder and time 

Days of Summer safety campaign. As you prepare to barbecue, camp, boat, ride 
your motorcycle or however you have fun, use good Operational Risk mitigation 

decline in overall accident statistics so far this year, and it should be our goal to 
not become an Air Force statistic. 

Another encouraging trend is the decline in alcohol-related accidents. If 

you are going to enjoy a cold beverage, ensure you designate a driver and that 

ruin your day. 

who use illegal drugs. 
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A second grade 
student eagerly waves 
his hand and wiggles 
nearly out of his seat. 

him and he quickly 
answers her question 
with the correct 
response. As a reward, 
she places a small 
package of candy on 

old boy smiles as he 

teacher asks another question and several students 
enthusiastically raise their hands waiting for their 
turn to answer. 

the candy was more than a delicious treat, it was a 
form of recognition for an achievement and a small 
gesture of appreciation in front of their peers.  

relationship with their classmates and teacher.
However you choose to do it, appropriate 

praise and commendation helps build the culture 

Recognition can motivate your team members to do 
an even better job in the future since they are aware 
that their efforts are appreciated.

know that their efforts are noticed and valued by 

our troops for awards, promotions and other 
recognition, we are actually contributing to low 
morale, poor work ethic and an overall stagnant 
working environment.

Recognition for a job well done comes in many 
different forms. It can be a nomination for Airman of 

Airmen have the opportunity to practice facing 
movements, communication skills and how to 

can help prepare them for events later in their career 

follows them in the form of bullets on Enlisted 

Performance Reports and can help with future job 
considerations and advancements. It also helps 
Airmen gauge their performance versus that of their 
peers.

It is your job as a supervisor to put in a little 

of them. Praise should be a part of your normal day-
to-day leadership action; its contribution cannot be 
overstated. 

Recognition and rewards are most effective for 
reinforcing or improving work performance when 

when giving recognition and rewards based on 
information that you can support.

Command chief stresses importance of recognition for job well done
Chief Master Sgt. Troy Rhoades
910th Airlift Wing Command Chief

Inside this issue . . .

Turn to page 5 for a pull-out 
miniposter of The Airman’s 
Creed.
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On the cover
Lt. Col. Mark Breidenbaugh, a 
research entomologist assigned 
to the 910th Aerial Spray Flight, 
pours a blue-colored product 
into a mixing tank at Hill AFB, 
Utah, March 30. Colonel Brie-

suit as part of his Personal Pro-
tective Equipment, is a member 
of a 910th team that applied 
an herbicide spray mixture to 
more than 1,200 acres of target 
areas on the Utah Test and 
Training Range (UTTR) from 
C-130 Hercules cargo aircraft. 
See the story and more photos 
on pages 6 and 7. Cover photo 
and design by Master Sgt. Bob 
Barko Jr. 

No federal endorsement intended.

Scan this barcode with your app enabled 
mobile phone to connect directly to the 
910th Airlift Wing website.

Capt. Brian Hodor, Chief Master Sgt. David Kane, and Lt. Col. Chris Zwetzig pose with a patient May 17 
at Akron Children’s Hospital of the Mahoning Valley in Boardman. Captain Hodor is a pilot with 757th 

-
tor with 773rd AS. The aircrew members visited the hospital to bring toys to the patients. For informa-
tion on how to participate in community outreach programs, contact  public affairs at 330-609-1236.

Visit Our Website Using Your Smartphone
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to share your story

-

-

-

-

Air Force Specialty Code:
3NOX1 Public Affairs Specialist

Air Force Specialty Code:
3NOX4 Still Photographer

-

Basically, PA tells your story 
through photojournalism, 

print and web media.

Why did you choose to work in public affairs?

Maj. Brent Davis: 

Maj. Colleen VanNatta: 
 

Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.:

Tech. Sgt. James Brock: 

Tech. Sgt. Dennis Kilker: 

Tech. Sgt. Rick Lisum: 

Mr. Eric White: 

Staff Sgt. Brenda Haines: 

Staff Sgt. Valerie Smock: 

Senior Airman Megan Tomkins:

Your 910th PA staff members cannot 
cover every mission and event so 
we are looking for Airmen interested 
in becoming a Unit Public Affairs 
Representative (UPAR). 

Do you love photographing missions 
and wonder how to share your 
pictures with Youngstown Air Reserve 
Station? Are you aware of interesting 
unit activities and want to help PA 
cover them? If you are interested in 
being a UPAR, contact PA at 330-609-
1236 or 910aw.airstream@us.af.mil.

Public Affairs will highlight units and individual 
Airmen on YARS’ public website and the base 
Facebook fan page. Use your application-
enabled mobile phone to scan this Quick 
Response Code to access interactive YARS 
websites. 

No fedeeral endorsement intended.
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Tech. Sgt. Dennis Kilker
910th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

Master Sgt. Paul Tatar, aerial spray main-
tainer with 910th Aerial Spray Mainte-
nance Flight, watches as a truck hauling 
a mixing trailer moves into position to 
pump an herbicide mixture into a Modular 
Aerial Spray System on the cargo deck of 

Hill Air Force Base, Utah.

910th Aerial Spray 
tackles Utah weeds

The 910th Airlift Wing Aerial 
Spray (AS) Flight traveled to the Utah 
Test Training Range near Hill Air 
Force Base, Utah, March 28 to April 
8 to aid Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) teams in the recovery of 
unexploded munitions by controlling 
vegetation.

The target weedy plant, known 
as halogeton, grows three to 24 inches 
and can create problems for the EOD 
teams by decreasing the ordnance’s 
visibility.

“Halogeton is the primary weed, 
but we basically want to get rid of any 
vegetation on the targets,” said Maj. 
Phil Townsend, mission commander 
and chief of the 910th AS Flight. 

The 910th AW’s C-130s sprayed 
an herbicide mixture, a blend of an 
Environmental Protection Agency-
approved herbicide, water, anti-drift 
agent, anti-foaming agent and blue 
dye, over an area of nearly 1,300 acres. 

 “It’s kind of like a recipe; to 
get the right mixture, you have to be 

a day where you only have about two 
knots of wind, they may not need to 

use the [anti-drift agent]. On a day 
where you have 10 or 12 knots of 
wind, maybe we’ll use it to help keep 
[the mixture] from drifting off target 
and keep the droplets together.”

The aerial spray crews and aircraft 
are no strangers to spray missions 
because they are the only specialized 

Defense with this distinct capability. 
They were tasked with controlling 
mosquitoes in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina in Louisiana and spraying 
a dispersant in the wake of the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico.

of a stock car pit crew, the air crews 
reload and prepare the aircraft and its 
mixture swiftly, said Major Townsend.

“I think the fastest time we were 

the engines running] during Deepwater 
Horizon was seven minutes and 45 
seconds,” he said.

The mixture being used at the 
range in Utah was not quite as easy to 
work with as the mixture used in the 
Gulf of Mexico which led to a longer 
turnaround.

“This takes longer because it’s 

a much thicker material,” said Major 
Townsend. “When it’s mixed up, it’s 
more like syrup and much heavier than 
the stuff we were using in the Gulf.”

Situated in Utah’s western desert 
approximately 70 miles west of Salt 
Lake City and Hill AFB, the bombing 
range is currently the only military 
airspace in the continental United 
States where aircraft are permitted to 
break the sound barrier.  

Although the process may seem 
complicated, the spray mission covers 
a lot of area in a short amount of time.

“It would take a month spraying 
from the ground what we can do 
in a week from a C-130,” said Lt. 
Col. Mark Breidenbaugh, research 
entomologist assigned to the 757th 

amount of product to accomplish the 
mission while causing the least amount 
of damage to the environment.”

The unique designation of the 

them to provide an unparalleled 
service to the EOD teams — teams 
of servicemembers that risk their 
lives every day in the recovery of 
unexploded ordnance. 

A nozzle of the Modular Aerial Spray 
System is in place on a C-130 aircraft 

Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Rogers, aerial spray maintainer with the 910th Aerial Spray 
Maintenance Flight, operates the control panel of a Modular Aerial Spray System on the 
cargo deck of a C-130 aircraft March 30 at Hill Air Force Base, Utah. 

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Dennis Kilker

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.

A blue herbicide mixture lies on the Utah Test Training Range March 30 following a 

dye enables spray personnel to easily identify treated areas on the range.

Photo by Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.
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Tech. Sgt. Tom Kocis, aerial spray maintainer 
with 910th Maintenance Squadron, inspects the 
Modular Aerial Spray System of a C-130 aircraft 

of Hill Air Force Base, Utah. The plane’s aircrew receives specialized training to complete the low altitude, high speed aerial spray mission.

A specially-equipped 
aboard the plane prepare to take off for a mission to the Utah Test Training Range, a military bombing site approximately 

to control evasive weeds that hamper unexploded ordnance recovery. 

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Dennis Kilker

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Dennis KilkerPhoto by Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.



“Of the Year” award winners2010
Name: 
Todd EisenmanRank:
Senior AirmanJob title: Phoenix 
Unit: 

Senior Airman Eisenman 

weeks of pain during 

Airman Eisenman remains 

Airman of the Year
Name: 
Rank:
Job title
Unit: 

NCO of the Year

Name: 
Rank:
Job title
Unit: 

SNCO of the Year
Name: 
Rank:
Job title
Unit: 

First Sergeant of the Year

Why are “of the Year” and similar awards so important?

Why do you think these Reservists are deserving of these awards?

What does a Reservist need to do to be nominated or recognized for their accomplishments?

According to Chief Master Sgt. Rhoades 
(910th Airlift Wing Command Chief):

www.youngstown.afrc.af.mil8



Construction is underway at The Eagle’s Nest 
Lodge at Youngstown Air Reserve Station (YARS), 
Ohio, with the building a new wing of guest rooms.  

-
modate the lodge’s large customer base. The com-

December 2011, will add 80 additional rooms. With 
-

ing rooms at YARS.
These additional rooms will be available to 

number of off-base lodging contracts needed in the 

to lodge military members.
Eagle’s Nest Lodge customers will see some 

rooms will continue to be reserved based on 

customers on orders should not have to relocate to 
off-base lodging over the UTA training weekends.  
Other items of interest for lodging customers are 

in the main lot in front of the Eagle’s Nest Lodge 
main building and wireless internet access will be 
available in the new rooms.

Eagle’s Nest Lodging Manager Cheryl Taylor 

chance to stay in the facility’s new addition. 
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drive safely and wear seat belts. 

Administration.

Of those vehicles, 10 Reservists did not have their seat belts buckled. Failure to 
wear seat belts may be considered in making line-of-duty determinations if an 

Restraint systems (seat belts) will be worn by all operators and 
passengers of U.S. Government vehicles on or off the installation, 
(b) Restraint systems will be worn by all civilian personnel (family 
members, guests, and visitors) driving or riding, in a POV on the 
installation, (c) Restraint systems will be worn by all military Service 
members and Reserve Component members on active Federal Service 
driving or riding in a POV whether on or off the installation. 

Wing Safety reminds Airmen to 
wear seat belts, drive safely

rider education course. 

hours. 

installation regardless of state laws.

Motorcycle safety, training procedures

received awards recently in the 2010 Air Force 
Reserve Command Media Contest.

Airstream. 
Senior Airman Megan Tomkins received third 

2010 Airstream.
The 2010 contest was the largest to date with 

910th Public Affairs 
recognized by AFRC 
media contest

News

YARS adds rooms with phase two of lodging project
Capt. Elisa Van Cise
910th Force Support Squadron 

Phase two of The Eagle’s Nest Lodge at Youngstown 
Air Reserve Station is underway. The new 80-room 
wing, photographed here May 3, 2011, will enable the 
910th Force Support Squadron to better accommadate 
their customers during Unit Training Assemblies. 
Construction is slated to be completed December 2011.

Civilian accomplishments recognized
to the efforts of the civilians who work in each unit. Although there are various 

The winners of the October to December 2010 quarter are:
Colleen Lough Kountz, Junior Civilian of the Quarter
Jeremy Matyas, Senior Civilian of the Quarter

This event is for military members only and the attire will be Airman Battle 

Sergeant and below $10.

Airman’s Council to host Combat Dining In 
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Anger and frustration with the length of medical 
processes is Reservists’ number one complaint, 
according to the Air Force Reserve Command 

Reservists who are frustrated about a decision made 
on their behalf regarding medical care, a medical bill 

individuals want to blame the medical squadron but 
the truth is, more than just the medical squadron is 
involved in making sure that paperwork meets Air 

commander, Judge Advocate General, wing 

this process, further extending the amount of time it 

a medical commander conference where this issue 

an attempt to streamline them and reduce the time 

members and is reviewing these medical processes 

medical squadron should also be contacted as soon 
as possible so the correct process can be followed to 

Lengthy medical processes are Reservists’ chief complaint 

Illustration by Master Sgt. Bob Barko Jr.

News

YARS dependents can attend teen lock-in Supervisors can nominate best, 



promotions
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Newcomers
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Capt. Brian K. Heinlin, 773rd Airlift Squadron

Capt. Kirk D. Mundal, 757th Airlift Squadron

Capt. Patrick W. Sines, 910th Operations Support Squadron

Capt. Trevor D. Webb, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Master Sgt. James Whittaker, 910th Force Support Squadron

Tech. Sgt. Ross D. Gordon, 910th Maintenance Squadron

Tech. Sgt. Kevin McGovern, 910th Force Support Squadron

 Staff Sgt. Aaron Hull, 910th Maintenance Squadron

Staff Sgt. Otelia E. Simmons, 910th Airlift Wing

Staff Sgt. Adam B. Tyjeski, 910th Security Forces Squadron

Staff Sgt. Melissa D. Walker, 910th Force Support Squadron

Senior Airman Sierra N. Carter, 757th Airlift Squadron

Senior Airman Eric R. Elias, 910th Maintenance Squadron

Senior Airman Alexandar Elmlinger, 773rd Airlift Squadron

Senior Airman Andrea J. Gonzales, 773rd Airlift Squadron

Senior Airman Natasha Velazquez, 910th Security Forces Squadron

Senior Airman Michael A. Weeter, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron

Airman 1st Class Jiham Q. Seals-Williams, 910th Logistics Readiness Sq.

Airman 1st Class Katelyn M. Smith, 910th Medical Squadron

Airman Jermaine A. Clarke, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Airman Victor F. Molinadelval, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron

Airman Desiree L. Murphy, 910th Medical Squadron

Airman Basic Stephen C. Dezsi, 910th Communications Flight

Airman Basic Mathew S. Fenton, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron

Airman Basic Latoya S. George, 910th Force Support Squadron

Airman Basic Matthew L. Milavec, 910th Maintenance Squadron

Airman Basic Donta D. Newby, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Airman Basic Kayla R. Richmond, 910th Force Support Squadron

Airman Basic Anthony Schatschneider, 76th Aerial Port Squadron

Michael S. Brown, 773rd Airlift Squadron
Kenneth R. Pauley, 910th Maintenance Squadron

To SMSgt

Kevin F. Chester, 757th Airlift Squadron
Geoffrey B. Clark, 76th Aerial Port Squadron
Shannon K. Fray, 910th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Michael P. Price, 773rd Airlift Squadron
Selinda C. Sandoval, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron

To MSgt

Anthony A. Adams, 910th Force Support Squadron
Loreen Fetterhoff, 910th Communications Flight
Richard D. Miazga, Jr., 76th Aerial Port Squadron
Kern D. Smith, 773rd Airlift Squadron

To TSgt

William N. Bryan, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron
William D. Chappell, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Jason G. Corradi, 910th Communications Flight
Thomas C. Genda, 910th Operations Group
Jason M. High, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Chelsea A. Plauger, 733rd Airlift Squadron

To SSgt

Robert Gonzalez, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron
Alex M. McFarland, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Kayla N. Schlund, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Michael G. Simon, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron
Heather M. Sorg, 910th Airlift Wing
Matthew M. Wilcox, 910th Security Forces Squadron

To SrA

Thomas R. Berkley, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Joseph J. Bosak, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Terence L. Chapman, Jr., 910th Logistics Readiness Sq.
Jermaine A. Clarke, 910th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Brian L. Clinkscale, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Brian J. Cowles, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Tyler C. Farver, 910th Security Forces Squadron

Max J. Hartings, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Kodey Kolibab, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Walter J. Krezczowski, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Colan J. Maye, 910th Communications Flight
Katherine A. Modic, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Victor F. Molinadelval, 910th Civil Engineer Flight

To A1C

To Amn Chad A. Bokan, 76th Aerial Port Squadron
John O. Bordell, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Tracy Brightwell, 910th Medical Squadron
Stephen Dezsi, 910th Communications Flight
Matthew S. Fenton, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron
Matthew L. Milavec, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Brandi E. Moore, 910th Civil Engineer Squadron
Kurt R. Oboczky, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Kayla R. Richmond, 910th Force Support Squadron
Erica R. Saulino, 910th Maintenance Squadron
Erika L. Smith, 76th Aerial Port Squadron
Timothy A. Toney, 910th Security Forces Squadron
Jacob A. Wood, 910th Communications Flight
Drew T. Zakrajsek, 910th Maintenance Squadron
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Follow Youngstown Air Reserve 
Station on Facebook and Twitter 

A lot has changed during the past 
40 years at Youngstown Air Reserve 
Station. Buildings were constructed and 

bombers, computerized technology was implemented and deployment 
operations shifted numerous times. Airmen have come and gone, but 
despite all of this evolution, two faces at YARS remained steadfast. 

Senior Master Sgt. Duane Sackett and Master Sgt. Henry Gibson, 
affectionately referred to as “Butch” and “Hoot” by those close to them, 
have been stationed at YARS for approximately 40 years and both are slated 
to retire this year.

“Changes upon changes, almost every building I have worked in has 
been remodeled then torn down and replaced with new,” said Sergeant 
Sackett, chief of 910th Education and Training. “Transitions from being 
an air base to an air wing … from Air Force Regulations to Air Force 
Instructions, commander after commander, policy after policy, Traditional 
Reservist to Air Reserve Technician, I’ve been through it all and survived… 
so far.”

Sergeant Sackett enlisted in 1970 as a personnelist. Sergeant Gibson 
joined the Air Force Reserve in 1971, worked in avionics and is now a 

“Not to toot my own horn, but presently in the system I have the latest 
Date Arrived Station of anyone, I have the oldest pay date at YARS and 
presently I am the 7th oldest member in the reserves here,” said Sergeant 
Sackett.

Both sergeants served their entire careers at YARS and said they have 
experienced a variety of transitions.

“I’ve seen a lot of different changes over time; from numerous 
commanders to the change of day-to-day business to the change of the 
tactical mission,” said Sergeant Gibson. “It’s a great mission. Aerial spray 

is one of the most important missions. 
We’ve helped a lot of people, 
especially after Hurricane Katrina, 
and I’ve been a spray operator since 
the beginning.”

All of this evolution has led 
to a culture change at YARS, said 
Sergeant Gibson.

there was a very different group of 
people [at YARS]. During Vietnam, 

[drafted] into the military. Now, it’s 
strictly volunteer. The day of spending 
40 years in the military is over.”

Sergeant Gibson said that 
although he would like to spend more 
than 40 years at YARS, he plans to 

retire in July.
“I’m not ready to retire,” he said. “Do I have to? Yes, but I get to stay 

on for one extra year as a civilian.”
Both Sergeants said they have enjoyed their service at YARS. Sergeant 

Sackett noted some of those experiences were traveling overseas on 
temporary duty, being promoted to senior master sergeant and the vast 
number of Airmen he helped through the years.

“Most of all, knowing that I have done the best to my ability, for the 
jobs that have been given to me during my career is the greatest experience,” 
he said.

During his time at YARS, Sergeant Sackett said he experienced 
heartache, concerns and physical problems which included quadruple 
bypass surgery.

“There were those [at YARS] that came to my rescue and didn’t even 
know it,” he said. “I truly believe God sent them at those right times. These 
are my family, not necessarily involved with my life at home and church, 
but the ones that I spent more time with during the day than anyone.”

the many people that they will leave behind at YARS. 
“It is the people I like most,” said Sergeant Sackett. “Some were closer 

than others; there were those that nurtured me as a new member and those 
that assisted greatly later in my career and so many others that I grew with 
here.”

Although both Airmen will be changing gears soon and adjusting back 
to civilian life, they both have supportive families at home. Sergeant Gibson 

Sergeant Sackett and his wife have two biological children, one adopted 
handicapped child and have fostered approximately 25 children during the 
past 30 years.

Sergeants reflect on 40 years at YARS

Staff Sgt. Brenda Haines
910th Airlift Wing Public Affairs 

Master Sgt. Hoot Gibson

Senior Master Sgt. 
Butch Sackett
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Brenda Haines


